NEWGATE CALENDAR
The most curious circumstance arising from the detection
of these offenders was the singular method which Hartley
took to save his life. He procured six young women, dressed
in white, to go to St James's and present a petition on his
behalf. The singularity of their appearance gained them
admission, when they delivered their petition, and told the
King that if he extended the Royal mercy to the offender
they would cast lots which should be his wife; but his
Majesty said that he was more deserving of the gallows
than a wife, and accordingly refused their request.
As they were going to execution the ordinary asked
Reeves if his wife had been concerned with him in any
robberies. " No," said he, " she is a worthy woman, whose
first husband happening to be hanged, I married her that
she might not reproach me by a repetition of his virtues."
At the fatal tree Reeves behaved in the most hardened
manner, affected to despise death, and said he believed he
might go to heaven from the gallows as safely as from his
bed.
JOHN HAWKINS AND JAMES SIMPSON
Highwaymen and Mail Robbers. Executed at Tyburn
on the list of May, 1722
JOHN HAWKINS was born at Staines, in Middlesex,
and for some time lived as waiter at the Red Lion, at
Brentford; but leaving this place, he then engaged as a
gentleman's servant. Having been at length in different
families, he became butler to Sir Dennis Drury, and was
distinguished as a servant of very creditable appearance.
His person was uncommonly graceful and he was remark-
ably vain of it. He used to frequent gaming-tables two or
three nights in a week, a practice which led to that ruin
which finally befell him.
" About this time Sir Dennis had been robbed of a con-
siderable quantity of plate ; and as Hawkins's mode of life
was very expensive it was suspected that he was. the thief,
for which reason he was discharged, without the advantage
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